SILVER FALCON BAND PARENTS ORGANIZATION 

Parents Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2010 

  

  

The meeting was called to order by BJ Dietz, Interim President, at 7:04 p.m. in the band room.  The Agenda was accepted with a motion by Ms. Asbridge and a second by Ms. Waller. 

  

John Matlock has resigned as president, and Ms. Dietz has stepped up as Interim President until the May 3rd meeting when voting for officers will take place. 

  

The minutes of the February 11, 2010, meeting were available.  The minutes were accepted with a motion from Ms. Dillon and a second by Ms. Armstrong. 

  

Melissa Vasseur presented the Treasurer’s report as follows: 

  

·        There are still outstanding fees that need to be paid for the winter activities, including jazz band, percussion ensemble, and winter guard.  
  

·        The Drive One 4 UR School fundraiser raised approximately $5,000, with 257 people participating.  Mike and Cindy Ashley were thanked for organizing the event. 

  

·        The Mouse Races raised approximately $2,500.  Thank you to the Hupfelds for their help organizing the event. 

  

·        The Winter Festival raised approximately $9,600, which does not include janitor fees. 

  

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted with a motion from Mr. Hoehne and a second by  Ms. Stevens. 

  

Approval was sought to change our name to the Silver Falcon BPO.  A motion was made by Ms. Ashley, seconded by Ms. Asbridge, and approved by voice vote.  Motion passes. 

  

Mr. DiLallo gave the Director’s Report as follows: 

  

·        The band calendar for 2010-2011 was made available. 

  

·        The itinerary for the Cardinals game on April 26th will be provided soon.  There will be a rehearsal with the 8th graders before the performance. 

  

·        The Winter Guard earned the title of MCCGA Scholastic B Champions in their final competition. 

  

·        During the Large Ensemble Festival, both concert and symphonic bands had 1 ratings. 

  

·        We have 15 soloists/ensembles going to State this year.  
  

·        A Night of Jazz will be held on April 22nd (both middle school and high school bands will perform.) 

  

·        The final concert for the concert and symphonic bands will be May 11th.  We will be sending a recording of the concert with our application to play at Tan-Tar-A in the future. 

  

Mr. Greg Caples from Grueninger Travel presented the itinerary in writing for the Hawaii trip.   Also discussed: 

  

·        The link for the hotel where the students will be staying is www.ohanahotels.com. 

  

·        Planet Hollywood is shutting down, so another restaurant will be selected for the group. 

  

·        Pricing cannot be confirmed until June or July.  At this point it looks like it will be $1850 per student. 

  

The Friends and Family Tour was discussed as follows: 

  

·        Friends and Family will be staying at a hotel on the beach, either the Outrigger Waikiki Beach or the Marriott.  
  

·        The following activities ARE included:  Pearl Harbor, Flag Raising, Circle Island Tour, Luau, Beach BBQ, and Dinner Cruise.  Transportation to these events is included in the package. 

  

·        There are approximately 11 meals not included in the package.  Friends & Family stay in a nicer hotel but have fewer meals included in the price. 

  

·        There will be two tours provided:  Tour A includes the whole package; Tour B does not include transportation and is $800-$900 less than Tour A.  The price of Tour A will be similar to the student costs. 

  

·        More information on Friends and Family will be provided in July or August with itinerary and pricing.  NOTE:  Friends and Family travelers will deal DIRECTLY WITH GRUENINGER, not the BPO.  Grueninger is trying to get a website set up for signups.  Confirmations will be expected in August or September, and the first payment will be approximately $200.  
  

A question was raised whether chaperones would be allowed to stay longer than the group.  Mr. DiLallo has concerns and asked to table the topic for now. 

  

Trip insurance will be available.  Go to www.itravelinsured.com.  The student/chaperone rates are as follows: 

  

Post-trip option, $25 
Pre-trip option, $56 (this includes protection in the event of cancellation) 

  

The rates for Friends and Family are: 

  

Post-trip option, $42 

Pre-trip option, $96 to $186 (rate variable based on age) 

  

Once the contract is signed, travelers can purchase trip insurance.  There is a two- or three-week period for signing up for the pre-trip option. 

  

Mr. Proehl discussed the no-refund policy.  While he had concerns initially, he is more comfortable after a discussion with Mr. DiLallo.  If you have a question or concern, he encourages you to see Mr. DiLallo. 

  

Ms. Asbridge discussed fundraising as follows: 

  

·        We have sold 314 tickets to the Cardinals game.  We have 11 left over that can be purchased. 

  

·        We have an opportunity to raise money working concessions at the Gateway Raceway on May 1st and 2nd, with other dates possible in the future (7/16-7/17 and 8/6-8/7).  We would need 10 to 20 people per day to work from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Students are allowed to work.  We could make up to $4,000 or, in the alternative, earn $9 per hour.  It was agreed that we should move forward with this. 

  

·        We hope to host a Trivia Night in the fall, after school begins, at Andre’s.  We are also planning to do another Mouse Race. 

  

·        Cindy Ashley reported that we had approximately 250 participants at the Drive One 4 UR School event.  The check should arrive in 8 weeks. 

  

New Business: 

  

The spring band banquet invitations went out last week.  It will be held at Andre’s on Sunday, April 25th. 

  

Mr. Starek is setting up our new band website.  A link will be sent out when available. 

  

Cathy Gartz reported that voting will take place at the next meeting on Monday, May 3rd, for new officers.  Beth Asbridge and Micki Collins have been nominated to be Co-Presidents; Lisa Cottle has been nominated to be Co-Vice President with BJ Dietz, who will fulfill her second year.  Nominations are being sought for a Co-Secretary who can help with emails, minutes, and other mailings.  
  

If you have a question regarding the $75 rebate on marching band fees, please contact Melissa Vasseur. 

  

The budget is still being worked out, but it appears that fees for this year’s marching band will remain basically the same as last year’s ($400 with a $75 rebate possible after fulfilling volunteer requirements).  
  

We need to raise $12,000 to cover the Hawaii trip costs for the staff and one-half of the obligation for the chaperones.  Please participate!  Once those funds are raised, future fundraisers will decrease the students’ trip fees.  
  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. with a motion by Ms. Armstrong and a second by Ms. Waller.  The next meeting will be Monday, May 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Cindy Tanner 

  

